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Semi-natural communitiesare natural kooslused changed by 
human activities. They stay sustained in conditions of 
moderate human impact (mowing, herding). Mowing, 
selective felling, extensive herding, burning dead grass are 
natural ways of changing communities, which do not lead to 
disappearance of most species like ploughing, displacement 
of soil, intensive fertilisation, poisoning. 

After the ending of human impact semi-natural communities
change during natural suktsessiooni into natural communities
(mostly forest, some meantime stages – wetland or filipendula 
community persist without essential changes for decades). In 
conditions of permanent human impact semi-natural 
community is stabilised ecosystem.







Meadowlands in Estonia in 1950
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Value of semi-natural communities
Species richness
Large amount of  endangered and protected species (up to 76 
species per squarmeter – Laelatu wooded meadow)
Important component of  landscape diversity
Cultural value: the oldest landscape shaped by agriculture 
Cultural type of landscape tangible and intellectual culture
Economic value: can be used in organic production
Esthetical  value



Nedrema wooded meadow (Pärnumaa, Koonga municipality) 
– largest mowed wooded meadow on North Europe, ca 100 
hectares were mowed in 2007.



Laelatu puisniit wooded meadow (Läänemaa, near Virtsu). 
North Europe species richness, best studied in North Europe.



Tagamõisa wooded meadow (Saaremaa, Kihelkonna 
municipality)



Allika wooded meadow (Matsalu National Park)



Vahenurme wooded meadow (Pärnumaa, Halinga municipality)


